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ScKNE. — Her  father^s  office,  A  busy  looking  room.  Large 
iin-itin<i  liible  c.  at  right  of  ivhick  sits  the  old  Clerk  «t 
v:ork  Tlitre  is  a  telephone  oJi  the  t(Mi'.  After  a  moment's 
pause  the  door  h.  is  ftnng  open  and  the  Girl  rustles  in  full 
of  intention  and  determination  all  over  her.  The  Clerk 
looks  tip  from  his  labours  and  sighs  resignedly  on  seeing 
her.     She  sits  doicn  opposite  him. 

Girl,  (sweetly)  Good  afternoon,  Mr.  Furdevv.  I  hope 
I  don't  disturb  you. 

The  Clerk  moves  important  papers  from  under  her  pirnsol 
and  gold  purses,  etc.,  that  she  lavishlg  ifisposf^s  on  the  table. 

Clerk.  Not  at  all,  Miss  Elizabeth.  I'm  afraid  the  lace  of 
your  parasol  has 

Girl,  (moving  her  parasol)  Teh!  1  didn't  see  the  inkpot 
was  open.    Is  my  father  in? 

Clerk.   No,  Miss  Elizabeth. 

Girl.  Then  1  want  the  telephone. 

Clerk.  Your  father  could  get  no  tele])hone  message  now, 
Miss  Elizabeth — he's  on  his  way  to  Leeds. 

Girl.  I  am  not  telephoning  to  my  father. 

Clekk.   (apologising)     I  beg  your  pardon. 

(Slie  takes  the  telepho7ie,  and  speaks) 
Girl.  I  want  ].'32  Central  — please,  (a  pause)  Number 
engaged — not  at  all.  How  annoying  they  are,  it's  only 
because  girls  are  at  the  other  end.  If  it  were  a  >>  an  !  Oh, 
yes  ;  123  Central  1  No,  no.  132  Central.  VVliich  is  it  ? 
Oh  1  don't  know  now — you've  put  me  oft' with  your  talking — 
wait  a  minute — I'll  get  the  bouk.  (to  Clerk)  It's  afcsuid 
how  tiiey  hustle  one. 

Clerk.  (^Hiite,  Miss,  (he  hands  her  the  tdephone  bvok) 
Girl.  Th,an1<  you  so  much,  (she  runs  thrumili  the  pages 
hurriedhj)  W.  W.  VV.  which  end  of  the  book  is  W  '(  (tl,e 
telr phone  rings — she  drops  book  and  seirxs  it)  Yes,  what  ? 
—  Oh,  good,  (slie  laughs  and  listens)  How  are  you  ? — dont 
be  silly,  Reggie.  Im  in  a  serious  mood.  You  >^elc  just 
writing  to  me  were  you,  how  funny,  great  news  have 
you  ?  So  have  I.  I've  got  two  seats  for  the  meeting  to- 
night—what   meeting  1      The    meeting   the    suffragettes  !  1 
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What  did  yoii  say  ?  Eates — no  nothinsj  about  rates,  only  in- 
directly. You  said  7\its  did  you  1  Well  if  you  say  things  like 
that  again  you'll  make  me  angry — yes,  angry  !  You  don't 
realise  that  it's  a  movement,  (she  gives  an  enormous  import- 
ance to  the  word)  Yes,  a  movement.  A  great  movement  ! 
and  it's  of  Vital  Importance  to  our  Sex.  Yes,  I  said  sex. 
what  ?  You  think  we're  losing  sight  of  it — what  the  move- 
ment ?  No,  the  sex  !  Well  i  don't  mean  to  lose  sight  of  the 
movement  anyway — it's  most  vital  to  us — (she  stamps) — it 
doesn't  so  much  matter  about  the  sex — vpe've  all  gut  that 
—  we  haven't  got  the  other.  But  it's  coining— and  what  I 
want  to  say  is  I've  got  these  tickets  and  you  must  take  me  to 
the  meeting  to-night.  What  ?  You're  .sending  me  a  note  ? 
Tell  me  now.  Can't  talk  it  through  the  'phone?  How 
funny  you  men  are.  (she  puts  phone  dovmfor  a  minute  a')id 
turns  sweetly  to  Clerk)  I  hope  I'm  not  disturbing  you,  Mr. 
Honeydew. 

Clerk,  (grimly)    Not  in  the  least,  Miss  Elizabeth. 
(•^'he  grips  the  'p^hune  again) 

Girl.  No,  Reggie,  I  didn't  leave  the  wire — j'our  news  is 
more  serious  than  votes.  Reggie,  don't  be  silly  — how  could 
it  be.  Oh,  yes  —we'll  get  them — and  you  know  we  ought  to 
have  them  because  you  told  me  so  only  last  Thursday  in 
Lady  CandrifFs  conservatory.  No,  it  wasn't  because  the 
waltz  music  made  you  dreamy.  No  !  I  won't  be  chained  to 
a  seat— and  what  ?  No  !  I  won't  write  my  views  in  any- 
body's blood,  (then  vehemently  stamping)  No,  No,  No  — 
what  I  say  is — there  are  a  million  more  of  us  than  there  are 
of  you,  and  we  are  not  going  to  be  left  in  the  cold. 
No  I  never  said  a  vote  would  warm  me — but  what  I  say  and 
what  all  we  women  say  is — something  has  got  to  be  done. 
You  can't  come  round  for  the  moment  I  No,  I  don't  want 
you — I've  joined  the  movement. 

Tlte  door  is  opened  cautiously  and  the  Drudge  looks  in. 
The  Clerk  snaps  at  her. 

Clerk.   Well? 

The   Drudge   rubs  her  nose  with   her  apron  and  nod» 
towards  the  Girl,  who  turns  sweetly  to  the  Clerk. 

Girl.  It's  all  right,  Mr.  Dewdrop.  I  told  her  to  follow 
me  up — she  is  in  "the  movement."  (then,  to  the  Druuoe, 
most  graciously)  Won't  you  sit  on  that  very  hard  sofa  ?  (the 
Dkui>ge  accepts  the  invitaliou.)  (the  telephone  rings  again) 
No,  no,  I  didn't  leave  the  wire,  'out  a  lady  dropped  in  who 
entirely  feels  with  me  and  I  merely  spoke  to  her  for  a 
momei.t. 

The  Dbudgb  is  heard  to  murmer  huskily» 
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DntiDGE,  I  sweeps  out  these  buildin's — I  works  'ard,  I 
want  a  vote. 

Girl,  (aouthinyly)  It's  all  right — it's  coming  .  .  .  and  oh  ! 
then  won't  it  be  splendid  !! 

Drudge,  (sadlif)  I  'ankers  for  it. 

Girl.  It  will  make  such  a  difference  to  us  all.  Oh,  you've 
no  idea!     I,    oh,  our  status  will  be  so  much  improved. 

Drudge.  My  status  'as  been  a-weighing  on  me  for  weeks 
past. 

Girl.  So  it  has  on  all  our  sex. 

Drudge.  I  took  carbodinate  of  soda  for  mine  (very 
depressed) — it  didn't  move  it. 

Girl,  (a  little  aciitated)  No,  no  !  Our  status  isn't  inside 
us— it's — as  it  were — outside — apart,  as  it  were — politics 
and  personal  dignity— er — sex  perogatives— I  mean  preoga- 
tives — {she  makes  up  her  mind  not  to  wrestle  with  the  wurd 
and  continues  as  if  no  accident  had  happened.  Talking  to 
the  Drudge)  Oh,  you  must  go  to  some  of  the  meetings — 
it's  no  good  their  saying,  "  Men  are  men,  and  women  are 
women"  because  we  know  better  than  that,  don't  we? 
We  want  to  be  up  and  doing,  don't  we  ? 

Drud(;e.   I'm  alius  up  an'  doin'. 

Girl.  Yes,  but  I  mean  in  a  noble  way — not — not 
practical  things  but — noble  things — things  one  can't  explain 
even  to  oneself — you  know  what  I  mean. 

Drudge,  {sadly  smuothiny  her  apron — with  a  far  away 
look  in  her  eyes)  Yus,  it's  the  vote.. 

Girl.  Oh,  I  never  thought  I  sliould  feel  so  enthusiastic 
about  anything  as  I  feel  about  this — to — to—  expand  one's 
mind — to — -to  open  one's  arms  and  grasp  the  intangible,  as 
it  were — it  gives  us  women  new  life,  {she  tunis  vehetnently  to 
the  Drudge)  Look  at  the  area,  (puts  back  'phone) 
The  Drudge  couies  back  to  facts  a  little  hurt. 

Drudge.  Eh  ! 

Girl,  {apnlogetically)  I  don't  mean  the  area  you  mean— 
I'm  so  sorry — I  mean  the — oh,  the — well  you  know  what  I 
mean.  I  think  its  tine  ! 

Drudge.  The  last  area  I  scrubbed 

Girl.  Not  that  area,  I  told  you.  (the7i  a  little  reproach- 
fully) I'm  afraid  you're  not  being  very  intelligent — the 
Political  Area — where  we  shall  rule. 

Clkrk.    Will  you  vote  Tariff  Reform,  Miss  Elizabeth  ? 

Girl.   Of  course — it  s  a  tine  thing. 

Ci.EiiK.   You  know  all  the  facts  ? 

Girl,  (inclined  to  he  truthful — hesitates  a  little)  Er — I 
don't  think  I  kn  iw  quit.!  all. 

Cleux.    I  sec  -you  aro  content  to  follow  a  male  leader. 
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Gtrl.  There's  nothing  else  to  follow,  (the  CliBRK  returns 
ppacejully  to  his  labours.  The  Gikl  te<iards  him  for  a  in.o)nent 
wilh  stispiciori—agnin  the  telephont  riii  i.s— seizing  it)  That 
yuu  Resjfgie  1  Yes.  Oh,  yes.  My  la  ly  friend  is  still  here 
— wliHt  i  (a  pause  while  shi  listens)  Wiiivt  an  extraordinary 
request  -read  her  your  note  <)\ifc  loud — well  I  never.  But 
— ri^ht — I  do  promise  to.  No,  it  isn't  here  yet — then  y  ou 
can't  come  round  yourself.  No— Oh.  Reggie,  yes  1  siv^ar 
I'll  read  it  out  loud  and  then  telepho  le  you  straig  it  — ught 
— right — but  Reggie,  dear  old  man,  it's  no  use  your  talking, 
we  want  the  vote,  and  what  we  iivint  we  get.  Heggie,  I  didn't 
mean  to  call  you  "dear  old  man" — it  slipped  out  because 
the  telephone  was  between  us.  {she  suddenhi  ripples) 
l)h,  Reggie,  shut  up.  (then  in  a  /lo^ow  irhispe,)  Duii't  keep 
talking  about  her  as  "my  lady  friend,"  she  isn't  a  friend 
really,  she — she's  only  an  <tcquaintance.  I  met  her  on  the 
oflice  stairs — she  is  interested  in  the  movement  that's  all — 
you  can't  hear?  Well,  I  can't  shout  -  she's  srtiii','  quite 
close,  (she turns sweeily  to  the  Dhuihje  irhfi  sho^vs  siiniptoinsof 
dozing)  You  are  interested  in  the  movement,   aren't  you  ? 

DllUDGE.     YUS. 

Girl.  I  knew  you  were,  {she  returns  to  the  telepihone) 
What  ?  I'll  ask  her.  Mr.  Wellington  wants  to  know  if  you 
aie  married — 

Drudge.  Not  up  to  now. 

Girl.  And  how  many  children  you've  got  bat  of  course 
— hm  !  passing  on  to  next  cage  (.s^*'  rings  o't'  vioJentlg  and 
n-osses  to  the  Drudge)  Mr.  Wellington  has  sent  me  a  letter 
which  he  says  I  am  to  read  to  you. 

Drudge.  Life's  so  lonely — carnt  'e  give  me  a  vote  ?  I 
sort  of  feel  I  could  'ug  it. 

Girl,  {getting  really  quite  disappointed  in  her)  I  dcm't 
think   you  quite  realise  what  the  vijte    meits   to  a  woman. 

Clerk,    {luokiiuj  up)   What  dues  it,  Miss  Elizabeth? 

Gikl.  It  means  so  much  that  I  couldn  t  possibly  explain 
it. 

The  Clerk  sighs  and  (cgain  resittnes   his  labours.      The 
ojfice  bell  rings,  and  he  /v'sw  and  goes  out 

Girl,  (muses)  What  can  he  mean  by  sending  me  tl  is 
note.  Y\\ —{she  gues  to  telephone,  irresolute)  ±^o,  I  won't — yes, 
1  will,  {and  she  rin^s)  132  Central,  {she  gets  it)  Yes,  yes, 
Reggie?  Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Farrow,  is  that  you  ? 
— Oh  yes,  my  father  is  quite  well,  thank  you.  I  thought  I 
was  talking  to  Mr.  Wellingri.n.  Yes,  father  says  you  were 
quite  right  about  the  drains — "yielding  the  line  to  a 
younger  man  " — notatal',  1  merely  warned  to — {shortly)  Oh, 
tli.tt  you  Reggie  i  No,  I'm  not  fussing,  {the  Clebk  comes  in 


HEK    VOTE.  / 

vHh  n(1e)  Oh,  your  note's  just  (ome — T — (a  kync/  paitse)  Cut 
oH.  ('.-^/ie  jiiil.s  do'i  H  the  tfh'phone  Itt.  disgust  and  takes  note  from 
the  Clerk  then  turns  sweetly  to  the  Drl'DGe)  Don't  you  hate 
the  telephone  1  He  s  at  one  end  and  I'm  at  the  other,  it's — 
ugh  : : ! 

DRunoE.   I  never  'ad  a  'e. 

Girl.  I've  got  to  read  this  aloud  to  j'ou  —you  don't  mind, 
I  firoiuised.  (the  Drudge  u-earvy  acquiesces,  and  tlie  Girl 
opens  the  note  and  begins)  "  Elizabt-l.h,"  that's  me.  No 
''dear"  or  anything,  ju^t  "Elizabeth,"  shortly,  how  odd. 
"Tell  your  lady  friend  to  get  hold  of  a  good  fellow  and 
marry  him." 

Drudge,   {hrightens  consideiriblg)  'Ear,  'ear  ! 

(tIrl.  "  Tell  her  to  go  home  and  have  a  tine  large  family 
and  bring  'em  up  to  be  defen<lers  of  the  Empire." 

Drudge.   'E  talks  sense — I'm  with  'im. 

Girl.  "  As  for  you,  Elizabeth  " — (she  turns  and  beams  on 
the  DiiCDGE)  He's  talking  about  me  now 

Drudge.  'E  do  chat,  don't  'e  ? 

Girl.  "  I  have  been  made  junior  partner  this  morning, 
Bo  we  can  be  married  in  a  fortnight."  (she  sqveals  a  little 
squeal,  then  controls  herself  au<!  i  mes  readin'j,  hurriedly) 
'' I  can't  take  you  to  the  mei-t.i  -w-nijilu,  I'm  too  busy, 
but  I  could  spend  the  entire  eveiuug  wah  you  if  >ou  are 
likely  to  be  at  home— we  can  be  marrird  Thursday  week. 
Telephone  reply.  Reginald  \^'elllngLon."  {sJitJIis  to  Ihe 
telefhove)  l.'^S  Central,  please.  Hullo  !  Hullo  !  who's  that? 
—I  want  Mr.  Wellington.— He's  out  1  No,  no  !  Who  are 
you  ? — "  His  clerk."  "  He's  gone  to  the  bar  for  abaiidwich." 
I  thought  they  went  there  for  a  brief— follow  him— find 
him  out  wherever  he  is— tell  hiui  I  shall  be  at  home — at 
home — my  gracious  me  (loudly)  1  shall  be  at /tome  the  intiie 
evening.  Who  am  1%  Oh,  what  a  fool  the  man  is- all 
ct-rksaie — T  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Faldew. 

Clerk.  Don't  mention  it,  Misa  Elizabeth. 
{She  wheels  back  to  the  telephone) 

Girl.  I— I,  Miss  Nanson  shall  be  at  lu)me  the  entire 
evening— tell  him  at  once  I  shall  be  at  home  all  the 
evenint,'— got  that — good  !  {stce  replaces  the  telephone  and  sinks 
into  chair  exhausted)  Oh  dear,  the  telephone  makes  me  get 
1  of  all  over,  (fhrre  is  a  pawe—itfU'i-  irjtidi.  .-he  turns  streetUj 
tc  the  Clerk)  I  hope  I  haven't  int^eirupted  you,  Mr.  Mildew. 

Clerk.   Not  at  all 

Girl.  But  father  do'n't  minil  my  using  it  when  he 
isn't  here  and  it  is  useful,  isn't  n>.  Tnursday  week,  isn't  it 
wondeful  'i  {she  wakes  out  of  her  dream  ani  rustles  around) 


°  HEK   VOTE. 

Where  did  T  put  m  '  gold  purse,  {and  she  jn-oceeds  to  ransack 
t:.e  fab'e) 

Dhupgr.  (to  herself)  Go  'onie,  'ave  a  large  family  and  de- 
fend tlie  Empire. 

Clerk,  {yrimly)  Better  finish  the  oflice  stairs  first, 
Baker! 

Dredge,  (rising)  Yus,  sir !  (and  she  wakes  out  of  her 
dreatii) 

GirI.  (has  collected- h> r  belonginf/s)  Here's  my  purse— (.s/ie 
ivi-ns  rippling  ivith  inirard  joy,  and  sees  the  Drudge)  Gh,  I'm 
B< I  sorry — I  forgot  you  for  the  monienc— buti  hadn't  for- 
g(  tten  you  really — I'm  so  glad  we've  had  this  talk.  Oh  !  and 
(nith  great  graciousness)  you  can  have  my  ticket  for  the  meet- 
ii  g  to-night—  I'm  afraid  I  shall  be  too  busy  to  use  it  now— 
but  yoii'll  use  it  won't  you?  You  won't  back  out — it's  so 
cowardly  to  back  out — if  you  women  don't  stjck  together, 
your  cause  will  never  advance — you  must  show  a  bold  front 
or  nothing  will  be  accomplished. 

Drudg£.   Ain't  j/ou  goin'  to  the  meetin'  ? 

Girl.  Oh  no  !  Not  now — T — er — circumstances  have  arisen 
—  I'd  sooner  you  had  my  ticket — I'm  going  to  have  a  little 
chat  with  Reggie,     (and  she  ripples  ont  of  the  office) 

Clerk,  (grimly)     Let's  get  back  to  our  work. 

Drudge,  (looking  dreamily  at  the  meeting  ticket)     Yus,  sir. 


CURTAIN. 
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